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Stage of opportunities for kids
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Children enact a play at Apeejay School, Salt Lake, at the end of the 10-day theatre workshop. Pictures by Sanat Kr Sinha
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Suparna’s mother, Purnima.

The workshop conducted
by Rijita Chatterjee, a theatre
artist whohas done a coursein
theatre studies from the Uni-
versity of Surrey, UK, had par-
ticipants aged eight to 14.

One of the short plays put

up by the children spoke about
freedom from starvation, in-
equality and partiality at
home. Some of the children
said they did not have the free-
dom to wear what they wanted
or to go out and play because
they have to help in household

chores.

“Initially, they were not
ready to speak but gradually
they opened up through the-
atre. They didn’t speak about
their hardships at home di-
rectly but it came out through
their performances. One of

The children with their certificates after the programmé

them started crying while
reciting her lines and one of
them wanted to talk about his
aspirations,” Rijita said. “The
girls and boys have become
more confident and each of
them would look forward to
the workshop and attend it.”



